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Mitrella albovittata Lopes, Coelho & Cardoso, 1965, was originally 
described from Bahia, Salvador, Itapua (type locality), Alagoas, Maceio 
and Rio de Janeiro, Cabo Frio. These three localities are all situated on 
the east coast of Brasil. Recently, it was found in a dredge sample collec¬ 
ted near Barbados, off Holetown, at a depth of about 100 m (Wagenaar 
Hummelinck 1977: station 1442). This locality is situated more than 6000 
km northwest of Maceio, the northernmost locality hitherto known. 

The shells from off Barbados (Figs. 52-54), now in ZMA, are empty 
and not quite fresh, and may have been washed down from shallower 
water. They are similar to the the type specimens as described and figured 
by Lopes et al. (1965) and figured by Rios (1975: pi. 28 fig. 416). They 
differ only in having the oblique brown spiral lines that cover the shell, 
restricted to two zones, viz. one near the base of the whorls and therefore 
only visible on the last whorl, and one at the periphery of the whorls, also 
partially visible on the spire. This colour pattern resembles that of a 
specimen of M. lunata (Say, 1826), as figured in Rios (1975: pi. 28 fig. 
418). M. lunata however, has a stouter and larger shell, with more whorls 
(Fig. 55). It ranges from Massachusetts to Brasil. 

The difference in colour-pattern between specimens of M. albovittata 
from eastern Brasil and Barbados might be considered of subspecific 
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value. But I do not want to add a new subspecific name to the shells from 
Barbados, because only ten specimens are known, and the colour-pattern 
may be variable within one population. Also, the colour-pattern can be 
subject to clinal variation. In that case one must study specimens from 
localities inbetween Barbados and eastern Brasil. But as yet, very little is 
known about the micro-molluscs from this area. Dredge samples from off 
Suriname, kept in RMNH Leiden, which yielded many micro-molluscs in 
common with the Barbados dredge sample, do not contain M. 
albovittata. 



Fig. 52. (left). Mitrella albovittata. Barbados: off Holetown; length 2.6 mm, width 1.3 mm 
(dorsal view). 

Fig. 53 (right). Mitrella albovittata. Barbados: off’Holetown; length 2.6 mm, width 1.2 mm 
(apertural view). 
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Fig. 54 (left) Mitrella albovittata. Barbados; x 20 (apertural view). 
Fig. 55. (right) Mitrella lunata. Curasao; x 20 (apertural view). 
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